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House of Representatives 
The House met at 10 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. BUTTERFIELD). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
January 28, 2020. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable G.K. 
BUTTERFIELD to act as Speaker pro tempore 
on this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 7, 2020, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 
11:50 a.m. 

f 

QUESTIONS TO THE SENATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Texas (Mr. GREEN) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GREEN of Texas. And still I rise, 
Mr. Speaker, and I rise today because I 
have a question. I have a question for 
posterity. I have a question for those 
who reside and dwell within the Sen-
ate. I have a question, but I also have 
a predicate for the question. 

The predicate is this: Knowing what 
you know, knowing that the National 
Security Advisor was in the room with 
the President, knowing that he has in-

dicated that there were concerns with-
in him with reference to the Presi-
dent’s dealings with other countries, 
heads of state, knowing that he took 
his consternation to the Attorney Gen-
eral of the United States of America, 
knowing that the Attorney General ex-
pressed some concerns as well, knowing 
what you know, that the National Se-
curity Advisor, not just another person 
in the room but the person who advises 
the President on concerns with ref-
erence to our security, knowing this, 
how can you possibly thwart efforts to 
have the National Security Advisor 
give testimony before the Senate in the 
impeachment trial? 

I have another question. This ques-
tion is one for eternity. 

Knowing that the hands of history 
are writing your legacy, knowing that 
future generations, that your grand-
children, that the people who will look 
to you for leadership will read what the 
hands of history will record, knowing 
that history will afford you the oppor-
tunity to be on the right side, the right 
side of history, how can you possibly 
decide that you will conduct yourself 
in a trial for the ages such that history 
will record that you were on the wrong 
side of history? 

My dear friends, this is bigger than 
you. It is bigger than all of us. This is 
about the country we love and govern-
ment we have. 

We have a great opportunity to do 
justice in the Senate, and the only way 
we can do justice is to have witnesses 
testify. 

I said before that I believe that there 
would be 51 Senators who would vote to 
have witnesses. Today, I am absolutely 
confident that there will be 51 or more 
Senators who will move to have wit-
nesses present themselves and give tes-
timony. To do otherwise would allow 
the greatest country in the world to 
have history record that, when we had 
the opportunity to stand up for the 
Constitution, some of us turned our 
backs and looked the other way. 

This is your time, Senate. This is 
your time, Members of the great delib-
erative body. I beg that you will do 
what you must and have witnesses 
present themselves so that we will 
have history record that we did the 
right and just thing. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
CARSON of Indiana). Members are re-
minded to address their remarks to the 
Chair, not to a perceived viewing audi-
ence. 

f 

NAVIGABLE WATERS PROTECTION 
RULE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, last week, I had the pleas-
ure of joining the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency and the Army Corps of 
Engineers in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, 
for an event announcing NWPA, or the 
Navigable Waters Protection Rule, a 
rule that will replace the flawed 2015 
WOTUS, Waters of the United States 
rule. 

For decades, there has been confusion 
and never-ending litigation over 
WOTUS. During my time as chairman 
of the House Agriculture Committee’s 
Conservation and Forestry Sub-
committee, which included watersheds 
and oversees environmental policy re-
garding agriculture, I heard from many 
farmers and ranchers, landowners, and 
environmental advocates about just 
how harmful WOTUS was to their busi-
nesses and to their way of life. 

WOTUS was a gross overreach and 
particularly dangerous for the agri-
culture industry, as vast new areas of 
farmlands would be subject to the 
Clean Water Act and costly new per-
mitting mandates for the very first 
time, even beyond our farms and 
ranches. Anyone who owned any prop-
erty, private property rights would be 
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